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Address  by  Rev.  Louis  C.  Washburn,  S.T.D. 


“S/ancf  fast  therefore  in  the  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us  freeV 

— Galatians  v:i. 

There  is  much  in  this  high  challenge  of  the  great  Apostle 
I on  which  we  may  not  here  dwell;  but  it  may  aptly  serve  as  a 
[keynote  in  introducing  the  theme  for  our  consideration  at  this 
i service.  St.  Paul  confidently  traces  human  liberty  to  its 
I source  in  Jesus  Christ;  and  stirringly  calls  for  its  expansion 
through  a large  and  daring  loyalty  to  Him. 

It  may  be  noted  that  in  his  demand  for  freedom  he  is 
poles  apart  from  certain  petulant  iconoclasts  who  ignore  the 
accredited  conclusions  of  experience  and  assail  institutions  to 
which  they  owe  everything,  contending  with  pallid  platitudes 
for  a fictitious  free  speech.  Dealing  with  radical  issues  he 
yet  handles  them  with  a reverent  regard  for  the  conserving 
factors  in  life,  and  with  an  exemplary  sense  of  the  responsibility 
involved  in  distinguishing  between  liberty  and  license.  More- 
over, he  is  indulging  in  no  empty  burst  of  popular  oratory, 
but  soberly  and  with  martyrlike  sincerity  he  emphasizes  the 
vital  truth.  There  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given 
among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved  from  all  slaveries  into 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God,  save  only  the 
Name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

True,  it  may  be  said  that  he  is  here  concerning  himself  with 
the  freedom  of  the  individual,  while  we  are  this  day  considering 
the  wider  subject  of  the  independence  of  a nation.  His 


challenge,  however,  is  none  the  less  apt  for  this.  Discerning 
men  realize  that  a fundamental  need  amongst  us  at  the  present 
time  is  for  a more  thorough  application  of  personal  ethics  to 
our  public  life.  One’s  character  must  be  carried  over  into  his 
corporate  relations.  It  may  not  be  as  easily  evident,  but  it 
is  as  essentially  true  that  the  nation,  as  well  as  the  individual, 
finds  and  fosters  its  freedom  in  its  faithful  allegiance  to  the 
enfranchising  principle,'^spirit  and  method  of  the  Great  Master 
of  men. 

“Stand  fast  therefore  in  the  Liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath 
made  us  free.”  We  have  a timely  watchword  here  for  our 
Fourth  of  July  contemplation. 

There  have  been  many  influences  and  agencies  operating 
through  the  years  in  the  evolution  of  human  society;  and  we 
may  justly  comprehending  gratitude  as  we  sing  the 

praises  of  one  another  in  our  festal  celebrations.  But  it 
would  be  signally  unintelligent  for  us  to  fail  to  recognize  that 
the  dynamic  back  of  them  all  has  been  and  is  the  Christian 
religion;  and  it  would  be  discreditable  and  damaging  beyond 
measure  for  us  to  be  deterred  by  a misapplication  of  the 
principle  of  the  separation  of  Church  and  State,  or  by  temer- 
ity born  of  our  unhappy  ecclesiastical  divisions,  or  by  the 
opposition  of  superficial  cynics,  from  certifying  frankly  and 
stimulatingly  to  the  vitalizing  and  molding  power  of  the  Church 
of  God  in  national  life.  Indubitably  it  was  the  great  liberating 
ideas  of  the  redeeming  Lord  that  underminded  the  entrenched 
tyrannies  of  those  and  succeeding  years.  Loyalty  to  His  mag- 
netic personality  knit  His  followers  into  a fellowship,  con- 
secrated to  the  replacing  of  self-seeking  oppressions  with 
self-sacrificing  service,  to  the  dignifying  of  our  common 
manhood,  and  to  seeking  that  all  might  live  the  richest  possible 
life  and  share  it  universally. 

In  his  learned  volume  on  “The  Gifts  of  Civilization,”  j 
Dean  Church  elaborates  the  thesis  that:  “History  teaches  us  ■ 
this,  that  in  tracing  back  the  course  of  human  improvement 
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we  come  in  one  case  after  another  upon  Christianity  as  the 
source  from  which  improvement  derived  its  principle  and  its 
motive;  we  find  no  other  source  adequate  to  account  for  the 
new  spring  of  amendment;  and  without  it,  no  other  source  of 
good  could  have  been  relied  upon.  It  was  not  only  the 
strongest  element  of  salutary  change,  but  one  without  which 
others  would  have  had  no  chance.”  Of  all  the  "sage  sayings 
of  Washington,  none  is  more  worthy  of  repetition  on  Inde- 
pendence Day  than  that  portion  of  his  farewell  address  wherein 
he  reminded  the  country  that  “Of  all  the  dispositions  and 
habits  which  lead  to  political  prosperity,  religion  and  morality 
are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain  would  that  man  claim 
the  tribute  of  patriotism  who  should  labor  to  subvert  these 
great  pillars  of  human  happiness,  these  firmest  props  of  the 
duties  of  men  and  citizens.  The  mere  politician  equally  with 
the  pious  man,  ought  to  respect  and  to  cherish  them.  A 
volume  could  not  trace  all  their  connections  with  private  and 
public  felicity.  Let  it  simply  be  asked  where  is  the  security 
for  property,  for  reputation,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of  religious 
obligation  deserts  the  oaths  which  are  the  instruments  of 
investigation  in  the  courts  of  justice!  And  let  us  with  caution 
Indulge  the  supposition  that  morality  can  be  maintained  with- 
out religion.  Whatever  may  be  conceded  to  the  influence  of 
refined  education  on  minds  of  peculiar  structure — reason  and 
experience  both  forbid  us  to  expect  that  national  morality  can 
prevail  in  exclusion  of  religious  principle.” 

And  let  it  be  further  noted,  men  and  brethren,  that  we 
cannot  overestimate  what  it  has  meant  for  us  in  this  young 
republic  to  have  had  the  Christian  Church  nurturing  men 
with  such  convictions,  and  thereby  qualifying  them  as  Chief 
Magistrates  to  wisely  shape  the  destinies  of  this  land;  and  it 
is  heartening  to  find  a like  wisdom  inbred  in  our  latest  leaders. 
Mr.  Taft’s  recent  testimony  is  deeply  significant:  “The  longer 
my  experience  with  government,”  he  says,  “the  more  deeply 
impressed  have  I become  with  the  tremendous  importance 
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of  the  part  that  the  Church  plays  in  making  popular  govern- 
ment what  it  should  be,  and  in  vindicating  it  as  the  best  kind 
of  government  that  an  intelligent  people  can  establish.”  And 
to  the  same  effect  is  the  witness  repeatedly  borne  by  our 
present  discriminating  Executive  whose  heartfelt  message  of 
interest  has  just  been  read  in  your  hearing,  and  for  whom  this 
meeting  invokes  God’s  guidance  and  support  in  this  national 
crisis. 

Furthermore,  my  friends,  it  behooves  us  in  this  land  and 
day  to  realize  that  these  truths  are  to  be  interpreted  with  no 
narrow  denominational  bias.  Men  of  every  race  in  Christen- 
dom have  flocked  to  these  shores  representing  every  branch 
of  the  historic  Church,  Greek,  Roman  and  Anglican,  together 
with  those  of  more  recent  groupings;  and  it  becomes  us  to 
speak  with  a large  spirit  of  comprehensive  fraternity  in  cordial 
acknowledgment  of  the  contribution  which  each  has  made  to 
our  national  development.  Obsolete  bigotries  are  here  to  be 
resolved  into  a better  brotherhood.  It  is  then  with  no  blind 
or  grudging  appreciation  of  what  others  have  later  contributed, 
that  we  state  the  simple  fact  that  in  the  Revolutionary  crisis 
which  we  this  day  commemorate,  it  was  certain  reformed 
branches  of  the  Christian  Church  that  generated  the  dynamic 
leadership  which  proclaimed  and  procured  liberty’s  progress. 

In  the  same  spirit  of  appreciation  may  I not  in  this  presence, 
and  day,  when  by  this  and  many  other  ventures  we  are 
reclaiming  Christian  Unity,  primarily  rejoice  in  the  splendid 
patriots  bred  in  other  Communions  than  my  own;  and  listen 
with  responsive  gratitude  to  the  record  of  their  valorous  deeds; 
the  while  I briefly  recall  the  part  played  by  those  of  my  own 
immediate  ecclesiastical  lineage. 

This  past  month  many,  who  would  estimate  in  their  right 
perceptive  the  origins  of  our  free  institutions,  have  been  com- 
memorating the  seven  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  signing  of 
the  Magna  Charta;  that  epochal  document  represented  the 
protest  of  Christian  England  against  absolutism  in  government, 
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be  it  that  of  Pope  or  King.  The  declaration  that:  “The 
Church  of  England  shall  be  free”  was  a two-edged  sword,  and 
it  was  meant  to  be.  It  meant  freedom  from  papal  domination, 
and  freedom  from  royal  usurpation.  It  was  wrung  from  the 
unwilling  John,  and  in  the  teeth  of  Pope  Innocent’s  repudiation 
by  the  Barons,  under  the  sturdy  Archibishop  of  Canterbury, 
Stephen  Langton.  As  his  great  predecessor,  Archibishop 
Theodore  in  the  seventh  century  had  unified  the  Church  in 
the  various  petty  kingdoms  in  the  land,  and  thus  created  a 
national  consciousness  that  led  finally  to  the  development  of 
the  nation  itself;  so  under  Langton,  Magna  Charta,  with  all 
its  associations  of  freedom  and  human  rights  was  the  gift 
of  England’s  Church  to  the  nation  and  to  the  race. 

And  so  when  we  come  down  the  path  of  history  to  the 
opening  up  of  this  our  own  beloved  country,  let  it  be  recalled 
that,  after  all  is  said  and  done,  it  was  discovered  by  Cabot; 
and  settled  at  Jamestown,  Plymouth  and  Pennsylvania  by 
similar  breeds  of  Christian  Englishmen,  and  that  it  owes  its 
existence,  its  institutions  and  very  much  that  has  made  it 
great  and  glorious  to  its  English  antecedents,  shaped  and 
inspired  as  they  were  by  England’s  Church. 

Others  there  are  who  have  precious  memories  to  cherish 
and  transmit,  but  as  Americans  and  as  Churchmen  who  trace 
unbroken  succession  through  England  to  Apostolic  Days,  you 
would  not  have  us  forget  that  it  was  this  Church’s  prayers  and 
the  presence  of  this  Church’s  minister  that  consecrated,  in 
1619,  the  first  deliberative  assembly  of  freemen  on  American 
soil,  which  met  in  the  little  church  at  Jamestown,  Va.,  where 
the  foundation  stones  of  our  country’s  liberties  were  laid. 

Men  of  various  races  and  various  groupings  in  Christendom 
united  in  the  mighty  struggle  which  won  for  us  our  inde- 
pendence. With  a clear,  harmonious  voice  they  echoed  the 
icry  which  sounded  forth  in  old  St.  John’s  Church  in  Richmond 
jfrom  Patrick  Henry’  lips:  “Give  me  liberty  or  give  me 
I death.”  And  foremost  amongst  them,  when  the  need  for 


Revolution  arrived,  were  the  sons  of  the  English  Church, 
When  the  Continental  Congress  met  in  1774  in  our  own 
Carpenter’s  Hall,  from  its  President,  Peyton  Randolph,  down, 
the  men  from  the  several  colonies  who  carried  the  momentous 
measures  were  largely  (let  us  call  them)  Churchmen.  Fully 
two-thirds  of  them  were  so  identified.  The  deliberations  of 
the  famous  body  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Duche,  a minister  of  Christ  Church.  So,  too,  with  the  Congress 
of  1775,  organized  as  before  with  Randolph  at  its  head,  and 
opened  with  the  prayers  of  the  patriot  priest.  Parson  Duche, 
the  daring  group  was  largely  of  the  same  communion.  And 
therefore  Christ  Church  became  yet  more  markedly  the  center 
of  patriotic  inspiration.  From  its  pulpit  Dr.  William  Smith 
delivered  the  most  noteworthy  of  the  utterances  which  shaped 
the  popular  sentiment  m the  direction  of  resistance  to  over- 
bearing and  alien  oppression.  The  discourse  was  published 
in  countless  editions  at  home  and  abroad,  and  was  circulated 
broadcast  throughout  Great  Britain.  A fortnight  later,  from 
the  same  pulpit.  Parson  Duche  delivered  a scarcely  less  notable 
discourse  before  the  First  Battalion  of  the  City  and  Liberties 
of  Philadelphia;  and  in  a few  weeks  he  preached  another  ser- 
mon of  like  character  before  a yet  more  distinguished  congrega- 
tion: it  was  July  20th,  Congress  had  set  it  apart  as  a day  of  gen- 
eral humiliation  throughout  the  colonies,  and  it  was  as  to  their 
veritable  spiritual  home  that  the  great  body  of  the  delegates 
gathered  in  the  stately  sancturay  on  Second  Street.  Significant 
indeed  were  the  thoughts  of  that  solemn  band.  Illumination 
and  benediction  descended  upon  those  anxious  worshipers. 
From  the  Throne  of  Grace  fullest  inspiration  lighted  upon 
those  devout  souls,  the  inspiration  that  animated  Richard 
Henry  Lee  to  introduce  the  critical  resolution — “That  these 
united  colonies  are  and  of  a right  ought  to  be  free  and  inde- 
pendent states;”  and  that  nerved  Franklin,  Livingston,  Adams, 
Sherman,  and  Jefferson  to  draft  the  immortal  Declaration 
which  elaborated  that  resolution,  and  set  forth  the  causes  for 
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separating  from  Great  Britain,  and  that  fired  the  fifty-six 
valiant  signers,  thirty-six  of  whom  were  of  this  Church,  to 
append  their  names  as  a mutual  pledge  of  life,  fortune  and 
honor,  with  a firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  Divine 
providence.  Yes  it  was  the  animating  spirit  of  God,  working 
through  His  Church,  that  wrought  amongst  us  the  uplifting 
movement  which  we  this  day  commemorate. 

Dr.  William  White,  afterwards  the  first  Bishop  of  the  State, 
was  the  revered  pastor  and  adviser  of  Washington,  and 
Chaplain  of  Congress.  His  vestry  was  the  first  corporate  body 
in  the  country  to  recognize  Independence,  meeting  on  July 
4th,  as  their  bells  caught  up  the  echo  of  the  Liberty  Bell,  and 
altering  the  Prayer  Book  to  make  it  harmonize  with  the 
Declaration.  Clearly  he  is  within  bounds  who  has  said: 
“Christ  Church  shares  with  Old  Faneuil  Hall  (the  gift  of 
Churchmen  to  Boston  patriots)  the  proud  distinction  of  being 
a cradle  of  the  country  itself,  as  it  is  the  cradle  of  the  Church 
in  America.  The  sacred  pile  is  a memorial  to  God,  to  the 
Church  and  to  the  Nation.”  Yet  redolent  as  its  record  is — and 
we  have  given  but  typical  items  in  it — it  is  recalled  this  day  in 
no  vain  spirit  of  self  glorying,  nor  of  bespeaking  for  it  the 
complacent  patronage  that  might  be  accorded  to  the  relic  of 
a spent  force.  But  we  remind  ourselves  of  its  signal  influence 
in  the  development  of  the  men  who  led  in  the  great  crisis 
because  it  serves  as  a striking  illustration  of  the  part  which  the 
; Christian  Church  generally  may  and  must  play  if  liberty  and 
I justice  are  to  prevail  on  this  earth. 

These  are  dark  days  for  many  of  our  brother  men.  The 
Gospel  of  Hate  has  envenomed  the  nations  of  Europe.  Never 
was  this  poor  groping  world  in  such  dire  need  of  that  which 
alone  can  usher  in  the  reign  of  peace  and  progress. 

It  behooves  us  in  this  favored  country  resolutely  to  analyze 
the  confused  cries  for  preparedness.  Unterrified  by  alarmists 
let  our  responsible  representatives  maintain  an  efficient  military 
and  naval  police  force;  the  while,  with  vision  and  courage 
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our  people  gird  themselves  for  the  manifest  destiny  of  helpful  j 
leadership  in  all  that  makes  for  the  enlightened  civilization  ' 
of  the  next  generation,  without  delay,  and  without  stint  des- 
patching relief  to  the  desolated  families  in  devastated  districts.  ; 
Above  all,  let  us  meet  the  crucial  situation  by  bending  our  minds  i 
to  the  great  task  of  fostering  a deeper  spirit  of  racial  sympathy  j 
and  international  fraternity,  and  of  exalting  in  men’s  hearts  ; 
the  divine  ideal  of  universal  liberty  based  on  law. 

Beyond  all  doubt,  brethren,  the  time  has  come  for  Christian 
men  here  and  everywhere  to  take  their  religion  far  more 
seriously.  Our  only  hope  lies  in  the  leavening  spirit  of  Him 
who  came  to  establish  the  reign  of  love  and  peace,  and  whose 
champions  must  yet  redeem  the  race  from  falsehood,  greed, 
and  oppression.  The  call  rings,  clear  and  penetrating,  in  our 
ears  this  day,  as  it  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  Apostle — “Stand 
fast  therefore  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us 
free.” 

Let  this  generation  of  alert  patriots  catch  and  teach  the 
native  and  foreign  born  amongst  us  to  sing  out  the  depth  of 
meaning  in  the  familiar  stanza — 

When  the  wild  tempests  rave. 

Ruler  of  wind  and  wave. 

Do  Thou  our  country  save 
By  Thy  great  might. 
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